
ONWARD,  CHRIST IAN SOLDIERS

F o r w a r d  M a r c h !  H u p - 2 - 3 - 4  H u p - 2 -  3 - 4 !  C o m p a n y  H a l t !

P lay ing sold ier  is  fun for  boys!  l t 's  easy to p lay at  imi tat ing the wars and k i l l ing we see on te lev is ion a l l

the t ime -  and we can use the toy guns and tanks and miss i les our  parents g ive us.

Our Bib le and many hymns have a much deeper meaning for  the words "Chr is t ian Sold iers. "  Just  read the

kind of  so ld ier  equipment  God wants us to wear in  Ephesians 6:13-18,  and wr i te  down some of  that

e q u r p m e n l :

The k ind of  wAR God wanrs us to f ight  is  a war  against  HATE and LIES and POVERTY and anyth ing -

anyrvhere - that is against His purposes of LOVEI From now on when you sing Onward, Christian Soldiers,
perhaps you' l l  th ink more about  God's  k ind of  so ld ier  instead of  the te lev is ion k ind.

Sabine Baring-Gould wrote many hymns for children. Onward, Christian Soldiers was first sung by choir

boys at  a  "Horbury Br idge Fest iva l "  which was much l ike the k inds of  hymn fest iva ls  our  own churches

have todav.

H o w  q u i c k l y  c a n  y o u  f i n d  a n d  w r i t e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c o m p o s e r  o f  t h e  m u s i c :

Thiscomposer  wrote h is f i rs t  publ ished tune at  the age of  th i r teen and instead of  being poor ,  l ike many of

the composers we've studied,  he was so famous in  England that  the Queen even made h im a "Knight . "

Perhaps vou and the other  choi r  members can take turns rev iewing a l l  the th ings you 've learned in  choi r

th is  year  about  hymns.  How many of  these th ings can you f ind in  the music :

T h e  T i m e  S i g n a t u r e

The  Key

T h e  M e t e r

T h e  T u n e  N a m e

A  S l u r

A Phrase

A  S h a r p

A n  E i g h t h  N o t e

T h e  S c a l e  S t c p s

E v e n  i f c h o i r d o e s h a v e a v a c a t i o n  t h i s  s u m m e r ,  h o w  a b o u t  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s i n g  a l l  t h e  h y m n s  y o u ' v e  l e a r n e d

al l  year  -  and most  important ,  keep t ry ing your  best  to  show that  you understand the meaning of  the
words by the w.ry  you l ive your  l i fe !
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